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‘This open call for the Artist In Resi-
dence AIR)progam oferscontm-

but rather a guidepost to reflect and
updite the -presen sitution” of

porary artists,
Eeomners i re smetvet i s
and artistic endeavors the opportunity
to practice preparing for exhibitions,
performances, workshops, talks and
other activities, with the full support of
ACAC. Assistance is provided every step
of the way, from the planning stage and
research to installation, presentation
and catalog archiving and distribution.
Although holding an exhibition is not
compulsory, participants are required to
introduce their achievements through
some form of Exchange Program in
order to ensure their activities become
widely recognized.

‘The length of stay is optional. Par-
ticipants are asked to select the desired
period of time in 2-week increments,
from a minimum of one 2-week term
(13nights, 14 days) to a maximum of
six 2-week terms (83 nights, 84 days).
Itis recommended that applicants
ensure that the activities they wish to
achieve while making use of ACAC’s en-
vironment, conespnnd with the chosen

scm:s " combinds “scape, refering
to the “landscape (of something)’,

with the word “spinning”, which refers
o something rapidly rotating or the

act of spinning yarn. Natural and hu-
man-made disasters, including wars and
earthquakes, can drastically change our
everyday landscapes. Recently, in such
situations, we have had cause to think
about what we can accomplish in the
world through “expression”. By having
various artists from around the world
gather at ACAC, their movements,
which are completely different in terms
of speed, methods, and trajectories,
will involve local residents, students,
and the surrounding environment,
creating unprecedented “scapes” And
from there, we believe that each of us
can start to explore new landscapes and
begin thinking together about hints for
surviving in such a world.

period of residency. If particip
Tequest a two-term stay, adjusements
may be made to change the residency
period to a one-month stay of 30 nights,
31 days, but only if this is necessary due
to grant requirements. Participation in
this program is based on an in-person
residency at ACAC, although remote
participation will also be accepted for
activities deemed as significant. This
year, we are planning to specially invite
one group or individual for meaningful
activities during a short stay of one term
‘The name of the program, which
changes annually,is not a theme that
defines the activities of participants,

Having run Artist in residence (AIR)
programs as one of its core projects
since its opening in 2001, Aomori
Contemporary Art Centre [ACAC] has
positioned itself as a pioneer of AIR in

3 curators in the ACAC and KONDO
Ryosuke, guest judge were included
to conduct a screening and selection
of the participants of this program.
‘The 4 talented artists were approved
after deliberations by Aomori Public
University’s Education and Research
Council

Open call for applications: March. 1
(Fri)-April. 28 (Sun), 2024
Application screening and selection:
May. 27 (Mon)

Total of applications: 495 (247 from
overseas, 105 from Japan and 143 as
2-week program)

programs, The fundamental purpose of
the AIR program s then daily commu-
nication and the relationship-building
process between residency participants
and local residents

Japan. With
curators, university students and local
residents, artists can focus on their re-
search and creations in the Residential
Hall, Creative Hall, and Exhibition Hall
Tocated in the mountains.

When I stayed at ACAC for the
screening process, some Japanese and
international artists, who were taking

“currents,

the final
selection proposed compelling plans
that would create a mutual interaction
between themselves and the local com-
munity, demonstrating they had grasped
the essence of this AIR program. Using
their personal interests as a starting
point, they envisioned the unique land-
scape of Aomori and demonstrated a

i draw out

/undercurrents: Bringing together the
endless flow” were also living in the
accommodation. Some of them were
staying for several months, and curators
were working closely with the artists
offering personal

from unexpected encounters. Of course,
plans during the residency might not
always go as expected. Even so, I believe,
they have the ability to gain new in-
sights from the unexpected.

and
accompanying them on their resorch
activities. T believe there is no better
environment for an artist than th

ere were nearly 500 entries from
around the world for this year's open call
for the AIR This reflects the high re-

The main
0.2 “guest judge” is to collaborate with
the curators to select the residency
participants, but I also intend to remain
actively involved with both the curators
and the artists in the future. Merely en-
gaging in the selection process and lhc

gard for ACAC of such
dedicated endeavor, The screening was
conducted in categories, with a prelimi-
nary review by three curators narrowing.
the entries d

arists s:h:dul:d for December)— (he
and the “exit™does not allow
et lruly be able to touch the previ-

‘groups per category. Candidates were
then further narrowed down, screened
bya panel consisting of three curators
and one guest judge, from which 1-2 en-
tries were selected in each category. The
fundamental principle of the screening
was to focus on the purpose and plan for
the residency, regardless of age, gender,
nationality, or background

That said, the criteria for the eval-
wation can still vary, and may change
according to the aspects that are fo-
cused on. At any given time, these as-
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he content of the
rescarch, means of expression, tming of
the residency, exhibitions, or exchange
programs. If the plan includes an exhibi-
tion, the overall balance of the presenta-
tion must also be considered. Needless
to say, each judge has a different per-
spective, so extensive discussions were
held as much as time allowet

My evaluation criterion was wheth-
er the residency participants could
build a creative relationship with the lo-
cal community. Most regional art festi-
vals and urban art events held through-
out Japan today are primarily aimed at
tourism promotion. On the other hand,
this AIR program has its eye on the lo-
cal community. As it s not concerned
about the immediate increase of visitor
‘numbers or the economic impact, the
program can place emphasis not only
on exhibitions but also on exchange

core of the AIR pro-
gram Tbelieve it s also 2 crucial rle of
the judge to witness the events that will
unfold around ACAC over the next few
months and weave them into context.

Guest Judge
KONDO Ryosuke
Art critic and curator. Born in Osa-
Ka, Japan in 1982, Ryosuke Kondo
holds a B.A. from the Slade School of
Fine Art, University College London,
University of London, and an M.A
from the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences, The University of Tokyo.
After serving as a Fulbright visit-
ing researcher at Harvard Graduate
School of Design and an assistant
professor at the University of Tokyo,
he is currently an adjunct lecturer
at Graduate School of Global Arts,
Tokyo University of the Arts. He spe-
cializes in the aesthetics and history
of landscape, and his work revolves
around researching Japanese, British,
and American art and gardens, aiming
at understanding landscape as a living
environment through both theoret-
ical and practical pursuits. He is the
editor and author of several books,
including “Looking at Tokyo's Parks
from the Perspective of Central Park”
(Tokyo Metropolitan Park Associa-
tion, 2023), and produces contempo-
ary art exhibitions, including ‘Urban
‘Sansui (kudan house, 2023).
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Contact

Aomori Contemporary Art Centre, Aomori Public University.

152-6, Yamazaki, Goshizaws, Aomori, 030-0134
Tel: 017-764-5200 / Fax: 017-764-5201

E-mail: acac-l@acac-aomorijp

Access

Bus(from Aomori Station)

City Bus or JR bus for Aomori Public University
(Romori Kot g Approximarly 0mins)

ke Aomori Expresswvay to Aomori-chua
then follow road to route 7 From
‘Aomori Airport by Taxi (approximately 20mins)
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